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r ~raise for How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black 
America 

The reissue of Manning Marable's How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America confirms that this is a classic 
work of political history and social criticism. Unfortunately, Marable's blistering insights into racial injustice and 
economic inequality remain depressingly relevant. But the good news is that Marable's prescient analysis-and his 
eloquent and self-critical preface to this new edition-will prove critical in helping us to think through and conquer the 
oppressive forces that remain. 

-Michael Eric Dyson, author of I May Not Get There with You: The True Martin Luther King, Jr. 

For those of us who came of political age in the 1980s, Manning Marable's How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black 
America was one of our bibles. Published during the cold winter of Reaganism, he introduced a new generation of 
Black activists/thinkers to class and gender struggles within Black communities, the political economy of 
incarceration, the limitations of Black capitalism, and the nearly forgotten vision of what a socialist future might look 
like. Two decades later, Marable's urgent and hopeful voice is as relevant as ever. 

-Robin D. G. Kelley, author of Yo' Mama '.s DisFunktional!: Fighting the Culture Wars in Urban America 

( ) For a Latina, How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America is not only a powerful analysis of the Black 
experience; Marable also opens the way to perceiving our Black-Brown commonalities. Through Marable's eyes, we 
see how Chicanos and other Latinos share so much with African Americans: the importance of learning our true 
history; of seeing how our oppression began with the violent seizure of our labor (and land, in the cases of Mexico and 
Puerto Rico); the sexist oppression of women as basic; the need for decent education; and the rise of imprisonment 
rates-along with internal issues like the role of our middle class; the church; and the homophobia that dehumanizes 
us. Above all, Marable helps us see how all roads point to the need for radical action by peoples united to win a new, 
socialist society. 

-Elizabeth Martinez, author of De Co/ores Means All of Us: Latina Views for a Multi-Colored Century 

Marable is of that unique band of African American intellectuals whose scholarship arises from, and has a direct 
bearing on, the struggles of ordinary Black people-and, in the process, throws up the symbiosis between race and 
class. A new edition of his pathbreaking work, How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America, should open out 
these perspectives and challenges to a new generation of readers. 

-A. Sivanandan, editor, Race & Class 

Following in the footsteps of W. E. B. Du Bois, Oliver C. Cox, and Walter Rodney, Manning Marable's How 
Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America is a groundbreaking study of the political economy of Black America. It 
has stood the test of time and remains essential reading for a critical understanding of the interconnection of racism 
and economic exploitation. 

-Robert L. Allen, senior editor, Black Scholar 

In How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America, Manning Marable created a classic work that continues to 
stand as a seminal text for those on the left interested in a grounded, coherent, and insightful analysis of the struggle 
for Black liberation. For example, long before other progressive activists/academics were ready to articulate, let alone 
deal with, the devastating impact of patriarchy on Black progress, Marable set forth on just such a path in the pages 
of this important book Thus, in many ways, this text is illustrative of Marable's own long-standing commitment to lead 
a progressive and revolutionary fight, not the most popular one. In an age in which public intellectuals with little or no 
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connection to the lives and struggles of those they write about and supposedly "represent" seem to dominate the 
scene, it is timely that How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America should reappear. Hopefully, this book will 
remind us all of the need for serious and grounded analysis about the condition of those most marginal in our society. 
It is a must-read (or reread) for anyone committed to the theory and practice of struggle. 

-Cathy J. Cohen, professor of political science and African-American studies, Yale University 

Professor Manning Marable's How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America remains one of the most 
informative and insightful books for understanding historical and contemporary relationships among race, power, and 
wealth in the United States. This book reminds us that race and class divisions continue to represent a fundamental 
social, economic, and political reality in this nation. Marable explains how class interests mold racial policies and 
politics, but also how Black people, and other communities of color, as well, reflect and challenge such interests. In 
fact, the author shows convincingly how a Black community in alliance with other communities and mobilized on 
behalf of a progressive social and economic agenda remains a serious threat to the capitalist order in this society. 

-James Jennings, Trotter Institute, University of Massachusetts Boston 

There are influential books-and then there are classics. Marable's How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black 
America is a clear case of the latter. Drawing upon the interpretive insights of Walter Rodney, the work advanced 
nearly all of the central concerns of the African American struggle for liberation in a world that continues to be hostile 
and exploitative. Concise and unapologetic, its endurance over the past two decades is a testament to its message of 
praxis and freedom. 

-Lewis R. Gordon, chair of Africana Studies and professor of Africana Studies, Religious Studies, 
and Modern Culture and Media, Brown University 

In 1983, when How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America first appeared, there existed a notable void in the 
intellectual delineation of the deteriorating circumstances confronting millions of African Americans. The 1980 
election and subsequent administration of President Ronald Reagan signaled a national political rotation that would 
simultaneously attack Black progress and celebrate capitalism. Although an earlier generation of Black scholars, such 
as C. L. R. James and W. E. B. Du Bois, argued that the Black condition in the United States had to be situated 
always within a framework that understood and critiqued capitalism, it was time for a new voice. Already a well 
known commentator and writer on Black life, Manning Marable's breakthrough work launched a new era in Black 
scholarship challenging left and Black orthodoxy in both the academy and alternative intellectual arenas. How 
Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America unfolds as a coherent and comprehensive work that addresses not only 
capitalism writ large, but also specific dimensions of Black life, such as sexism and patriarchy, criminal justice, 
poverty, religion, and education. 

Marable elaborates on the contours of Black life with a scholarly vigor but in a manner that is accessible, a feature 
that has continued to characterize his voluminous body of work ... How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black 
America stands the test of time in many ways. Globalization has exacerbated, rather than eliminated, all of the 
contradictions described by Marable's classic text. A new edition, which updates the tranformations that happened 
since 1983, yet retains the basic sound arguments, is a welcome and pivotal literary and political event. 

-Clarence Lusane, author of Race in the Global Era 
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For his personification of praxis, for his brilliant intellect, and for his 
uncompromising legacy as the voice of the periphery bound up in world revolution, this 
book is dedicated to Walter Rodney, the author of How Europe Underdeveloped Africa 
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oreword 
Leith Mullings 

How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America and 
Beyond 

How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America is a pioneering work Though written more 

than three decades ago, in 1983, the book continues to provide an analysis that illuminates the 
conditions Black people confront today. In 2015, the New York Times reported that 1.5 million 
Black men were "missing," forced out of society by early death, the "war on drugs," mass 
incarceration, and joblessness) In 1983, when Manning Marable wrote How Capitalism 
Underdeveloped Black America, the Black community was experiencing the consequences of 
the draconian Reagan "revolution," including an increase in racially motivated violence. 
_))ocumenting the worsening conditions of African Americans on many fronts, Marable 
analyzed this as a class project, characterized by manipulating racial stereotypes to divert 
hundreds of billions of dollars from programs supporting human needs to the military, 
promoting the law-and-order mentality and the "war on drugs" at home. His extensive 

exploration of the roots of current conditions led him to conclude that the "most striking fact 
about American economic history and its politics is the brutal and systematic 
underdevelopment of Black people." 

While the hard-fought Black freedom movement has brought about some advances in the 
three decades since Marable wrote the book, the continued profitability of racism is apparent 

in many areas, such as the widening racial disparities in income and wealth, the continuing 
dispossession of land and neighborhoods, and the monetary benefits to financial institutions 

from speculative real-estate practices. However, it is also starkly evident in the discriminatory 

application of criminal justice and policing, the immediate results of which include mass 
incarceration and numerous murders of unarmed Black people by police officers. These 
discriminatory policies also have enormous economic ramifications, which range from raising 

"-- A~oney for the functioning of towns through fees and fines levied on Black people to the 
devastation of communities resulting from the absence of its members who are incarcerated or 
who cannot find employment because of a criminal record. Such processes are supported by a 
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r-' )acklash against the gains of the civil rights movement, taking the form of a postracial ideology 

claiming that racism no longer exists. Now, more than ever, How Capitalism Underdeveloped 
Black America remains one of the most relevant studies of how and why racism and capitalism 
continue, predicting that freedom for Black Americans cannot be achieved in a capitalist 

society and offering a way forward. 

§ § § 

I read and loved How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America many years before meeting 
its author. For me, as for countless others of my generation and since, the volume courageously 
and straightforwardly recounted the ways in which the U.S. capitalist state had underdeveloped 
Black America: "The constant expropriation of surplus value created by Black labor is the 
heart and soul of underdevelopment" (7). Though in the preface to the second edition, 
published in 2000, Manning was self-critical about the polemic style of his writing, we who 
read it appreciated the fact that he studiously avoided the passive exonerative voice, in which 

, '110 one is responsible-things just happen. Though Manning and I were both of the rare breed 
6f Black academics active in left organizations, we did not meet until 1994, when he came to 
give a job talk at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York I was one of the few 
Black faculty members and therefore, not surprisingly, was recruited to persuade him to accept 
the position. He presented a passionate and visionary concept of a research institute that 
combined cutting-edge scholarship with activism and that brought together scholars and 
activists for debate and discussion. Equally impressive were his enthusiasm, dedication, and 

fierce determination, which I was later to discover were fueled by his prescient view that he 
could not count on living a long life. 

Much to my dismay, Manning accepted the position of the founding director of the Institute 

for Research in African-American Studies at Columbia University, where, I must admit, he 
created a unique and outstanding institution. After spending a year on a fellowship in Paris, I 

returned to New York and we began to work together on various projects. We married in 1996 
and became partners, companions, and comrades on the road of scholarship, activism, 

mentoring, and discovery for nearly two decades. 
i 

'- ~With the publication of How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America, Manning quickly 
became one of the world's leading Black theorists. Interrogating the intertwined relationship of 
race and class, his central argument is that the development of capitalism in the United States 
and the creation of its wealth were built upon the exploitation of the labor, knowledge, and 

.rable, Manning. How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America: Problems in Race, Political Economy, and Society, Haymarket Books, 2015. ProQuest Ebook Central, 



/es of Black people through slavery, segregation, and discrimination. In other words, the 1 

development of the capitalist state is integrally related to the underdevelopment and 
oppression of Black America. "Development was .... tl,ie institutionalization of the hegemony ,.,.. 
of capitalism as a world system. Underdevelopment was the. direct consequence of this 
process: chattel slavery, sharecropping, peonage.Jndustrial labor at.low wages, and cultural 

-· ·" : . ··-. , .... 
chaos" (3). 

In ten chapters covering various sectors and processes of the Black community-the 
working class, women and patriarchy, the poor, prisoners, capitalists, the church, education, . 

and racist violence-Manning demonstrates the relationship between the wealth of the U.S. 
state and the superexploitation of Black people: "Afro-Americans have been on the other side 
of one of the most remarkable and rapid accumulations of capital seen anywhere in human 
history, existing as a necessary yet circumscribed victim within the proverbial belly of the 

beast" (1-2). 
The book's title was a tribute to Walter Rodney, a brilliant Guyanese historian, orator, and 

activist, whom I met in 1970 when teaching anthropology at the University of Dar-es-Salaam in 

' lanzania. Manning met him later when both were affiliated with the Institute of the Black 
World and, as a student, he was assigned to pick Rodney up at the airport and drive him 
around. Upon learning of his assassination in 1980, Manning decided to title the book in 
memory of Rodney's classic study How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (1972).2 Following 

Eric Williams's Capitalism and Slavery (1994),.3 Rodney's thesis that the transatlantic slave 

trade was central to understanding both Africa and Europe-transferring vast amounts of 

wealth to Europe while destroying African societies-significantly influenced both the 
argument and the structure of How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America. 

How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America and Black 
Americans Today 
Manning began the preface to thesecond edition by expressing a feeling that many authors,~ay~-- 

. ' ' 

experienced: "There is always a11 element of ambivalence that separates an author from her or 
,.' : , l . - .-. 

his previously published work ... The text of the book does not change over time: it is what it 
. Yet the author continues to rethink basic ideas embedded in her or his work, coming up with 

"'-✓
new insights and conclusions, sometimes contradicting one's earlier views" (xxix). Rereading 
the text in 2000, he was critical of his failure to clarify that the main contradiction was not 
between the Black working class and the middle class, but rather about the class contradictions 
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f capitalism: "the exploitative policies and practices of the ruling capitalist class" (xl). 

Nevertheless, he-waYfi~tI-that1:he""''powerft11-ai1tl-de·s·frficuve~tote or classstratlficatiorrwlthln 
t}Je,Black community'' should not b~]!l.ikte.stimatecl .. txl,~'Fodayinet}tiaJ,ity-withinJhe,Black ... _ .......... ...~,,,~ 
Q.OPlll.-atioH~s..px.oi)~er-booa-grecll'er:,r 

Manning also regretted histu[l~YmfW@ni!tff1ffi'e~iriip'nffane'e'=ofre:hmt©F:~1!¼lW£.,!PdJle 
-Blaek..fr-eedm11m~m.en~m_e..:sigmsfii~,arme,,ef~tti~\tlti-Hg,Jlights,r;,A"Gti110f~1:96§'!ancl,1the, 
'"tl.Flited~c1:Mavolcli'Wcfsmngtofiifffl1r.~g13"'cls~the-4:i~~ta~.r;andrm0st-.,pr.0gvess1 ve, :i1' 
rriay6f"o£t,6hlecrg~s'!WeH"'as-..tfu.e-Rainbowa"'G0a1i-ti0fi--'of"tli'e"i)r'esi'clefffial1reampaigwof '1984'. 
However, he correctly identified and predicted the rise of such neoconservatives as Charles 
Hamilton, Tony Brown, and later Clarence Thomas and Thomas Sowell, anticipating the 
emergence of the~atfiiUzatfuft'15'fW~litie-sr" which in the 2000 preface he termed "post 
Black politics" (xxxvi). Moreover, despite the election of President Barack Obama, in the last 

few years, g~ymallt1~11messioH,aml..restFiGtions.,P,,ced on voter regi.stJ:atipn by'¥d 
~~~ I . ---~ .:n-~4 

. , ·' ~ ""' •·· x 

tJl~.tlght_.i.wiHg-kave~lilmnatechseN.er.al:p]e~i~y~dfslr:icIB; -~.!:~.~c::falis~~~~~t 
( ~e_c~\Til _righ~ movement-has.doneaway with racism and that the playing field~_le~~ 

Jne indicator being the election of President Obama i~~p08-has become a pervasive - 
.. ·--.... ----- --------------- ---------~---~- ----~- 

worldview·amtmg·Euro-Americans.SBased on this hegemonic ideology, Congress and the 

Supteme-ComTiiav~lling back many of the measures gained in the civil 
rights period. In 2013, the Supreme Court gutted the \.bting Rights Act,fi striking down a key 

provision initially aimed at prohibiting the pervasive practices that placed obstacles in the 
path of African Americans attempting to exercise their right to vote (Shelby County, Alabama 
v. Holder, Attorney General, et al.). Furthermore, with the 2010 Supreme Court ruling in the 
case of Citizens United v. Federal Elections Committee removing the ban on corporations 

using their funds for contributions to political parties and individuals, big money now plays an 
even more significant role in U.S. elections..Z 

The central point of How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America~ _ ..-tr W aj.,jti.GBS,bip~e~atiotr:aoot@isp_~n.s-n . - -- amua..smuettiilia.l~an.g~7~ 
~e.::_~lI1r-filS1llarl!aes·~ntle{;lfa@FinnJna_ttp11 ytol#lt,f'.Q-~a~perhaRS"'W.Ol1S'~ 

correctly anticipated and analyzed current conditions. Most social indicators demonstrate that 
..._ 

1 
uctural racism continues to flourish. During the decades following the Civil Rights Act of 

--.,./ 
1964 and the \.bting Rights Act of 1965, African Americans made significant gains. Political 
participation blossomed with respect to "dramatic" increases in voter participation and an 
exponential increase in the number of Black elected officials.f The Black middle class 
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.perienced "a considerable expansion in the size, security ... and influence."~ The r -, 
percentage of Blacks with college degrees rose from 3.5 to 14.3 percent, and the percentage of 
Blacks over the age of twenty-five with high-school degrees tripled.10 

However, though individual African Americans have been able to overcome some 
impediments to opportunities, structural racism and white privilege continue to result in 
significant disparities and inequalities, exacerbated by the periodic economic downturns of the 
last fifteen years. By 2012, Black median household income had fallen to 58.4 percent of white 
median household income, compared to 66.3 percent in 2000.11 In 2013, the median white 

family had net assets of $142,000 as compared to $11,000 for the median Black family.12 

Correspondingly, though the poverty rate among African Americans fell from 41.8 percent in 

1965 to 22.5 percent in 2000, by 2014 it had risen to 27.2 percent.13 Studies continue to 

demonstrate a persistent gap in socioeconomic status between Blacks and whites.14 

Contributing to these disparities is the fact that because of nondiscrimination policies and 
unionization, Blacks are more likely to hold jobs in the public sector. They therefore suffer 
ysproportionately from the decline in the public sector brought about by the universal 
downsizing of government (though the private sector has improved since the 2008 recession).15 

In addition, real estate foreclosure rates are three times higher in Black and Latino 

neighborhoods, where financial institutions profited from extending subprime loans 
disproportionately, than in white neighborhoods.16 

Perhaps nowhere is the brutality of the capitalist state with respect to Black Americans 
more harshly visible than in the mass incarceration of Black and brown people. In 1985, 
Manning was among the first historians to sound the alarm about mass incarceration. In chapter 
4 of How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America, entitled "Black Prisoners and 
Punishment in a Racist/Capitalist State," he asserts, "At the core of the capitalist accumulation 
process and institutional racism is coercion" (94). Tracing the history of the use of punishment 

and violence to ensure tpe preservation of the capitalist state, he recounts in detail the 

sequence of coercive racial projects, beginning with slavery, "coercion of the most primitive 
kind;" through a series of Black codes to guarantee labor submission; peonage systems, and 
convict leasing, in which Black prisoners multiplied the profitability of the system; to Jim 

-....lrow laws, all held in place by lynching and other forms of racist violence (94). In 1983, he 
noted that "over 500,000 men, women and youths were incarcerated in more than 6,500 penal 
institutions of various types," and that these were disproportionately Black (112). By the 2000 
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~a-liition, he observed that there were more that 1.8 million Americans were incarcerated in the 
United States, about one-half of whom were African Americans (xliv). 

Manning's prediction of the growth of mass incarceration, where prisons would be among 
"fastest and most productive 'growth industries,"' was unfortunately accurate (xlv). Currently 
there are 2.2 million Americans, disproportionately Black and Latino, incarcerated in state and 
federal prisons, with more than half of the prison population incarcerated for nonviolent 
crimes.17 With the highest rate of incarceration in the world, the United States is a carceral 

state with an orientation to governance that revolves around punishment. This mass 
incarceration is severely racialized, with over 60 percent of the incarcerated Black and Latino, 
leading some scholars to refer to this phenomenon as "the New Jim Crow."18 Between 1980 

and 2000, the rate of Black incarceration in the United States tripled, with most of the 
convictions involving nonviolent drug offenses. One in nine Black men between the ages of 
twenty and thirty-four is incarcerated, Black men are imprisoned at a rate of 6.4 times more 
than white men, and for Black women the rate is three times that of white women.19 

( ) The punitive, discriminatory nature of this mass incarceration is undeniable. Drug 
.unvictlons (mainly low-level drug offenses) account for most of the increase in imprisonment. 
However, studies show that people of all races use and sell illegal drugs at similar rates. In 
fact, to the extent that there are significant differences between races, surveys suggest that 
whites, particularly white youth, are more likely to engage in drug crime than people of 
color.20 Nevertheless, in 2015 approximately 80 percent of people incarcerated for drug 

offenses in state prisons and 60 percent of those in federal prisons are Black or Latino. 21 The 

United States Sentencing Commission concluded that Black men are given sentences one-fifth 
longer than white men for committing the same crimes. 22 For example, in Wisconsin, where 

African Americans constitute only 6 percent of the population, they are 37 percent of those in 
state prisons. In 2007, the Vera Institute of Justice began a study (just concluded) of the racial 

implications of the work of the Milwaukee Country District Attorney's Office. The study 
demonstrated that prosecutors in Milwaukee declined to prosecute only 27 percent of Blacks 

arrested for possession of drug paraphernalia, as compared to 41 percent of whites.23 

) 

'- dhange in Violent and Property Crime and Inmate and Total Population, 1960-2008 
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John Schmitt, Kris Warner, and Sarika Gupta, "The High Budgetary Cost ~f Incarceration," Center for Econ~mic and Policy Research, June 2010 report, 
http ://www.cepr.net/index.php/publications/reports/the-high-budgetary-cost-of-incarceration. Authors' analysis of FBI and BJS data. 

The punitive character of this mass incarceration is evident in Figure 1, documenting the 

precipitous hyperincarceration following the Reagan era, ~~s..c:ci~gaiQ§.1.ID:.QtH~r!y~d 

)igl2£.f.ri!J1~clined~other major concern should be the school-to-prison pipeline, in 
which young children are criminalized and then become trapped in the carceral system, 
_ )·oviding further evidence of Manning's conclusion that "the criminal justice system operates 
effectively as a conduit for enlarging the nonwhite prison population" (113). 

The current state of mass incarceration in the United States clearly demonstrates Manning's 
assertion that capitalism is preserved and reproduced on the backs of the Black community. As 
the lives of Black men, women, and children and the fabric of the Black community are 
destroyed, mass incarceration provides profit through the transfer of payments to private 
corporations for building prisons and supplying prison services, as well as the exploitation of 

prison labor. Beyond this, the expansion of prisons has been used to attempt to shore up 
capitalism, solving the problem of deindustrialization by creating jobs in small towns where 

manufacturing has disappeared-a process described by anthropologist Andrea Morrell as 
"the carceral reindustrialization of Arnerica."24 

Furthermore, mass incarceration strengthens the political system that undergirds the 

political foundation of the state. In the majority of states, prisoners are not permitted to vote 
and in several states former felons lose their right to vote after they are released. In New York, 
r,r example, such restrictions effectively remove a large voting population from nonwhite 

Yownstate communities. Yet, for purposes of political representation, prisoners are counted as 
residents in the counties where their prison is located, providing upstate counties-which are 
primarily white, Republican, conservative State Senate districts-with increased population 
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(") .. pr the purposes of state benefits and political representation. Not surprisingly, their 

representatives frequently take political positions and actions that are hostile to the 

connnunities from which the prisoners are drawn, promoting and encouraging ever higher 

levels of incarceration. 25 

In 2015, after the police killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, an investigation 
by the U.S. Department of Justice of the Ferguson Police Department revealed that Blacks 
were disproportionately stopped for minor violations. It became clear that the town of 
Ferguson financed a significant proportion of its expenses through discriminatory arrests, fines, 
court costs, and convictions. The income from Ferguson's discriminatory practices was second 
only to income from the sales tax.26 The inability to pay one parking ticket could multiply fines 

and result in jail sentences, leading Human Rights Watch to refer to this as jl/~_,"ffi 2; ;/:j 
In one case, an African American woman who was unable to pay a fine for a parking ti~ et·· 
was arrested twice; though she inade payments regularly on the original $151, she still owed 
$541 after more than seven years.28 These practices are not unconnnon in some regions of the 

( 'T Tnited States, bringing to mind Manning's description of the peonage system in which, at the 

e~d of the harvest, Black farmers owed more to the white planter than their share of the crop 
could cover, providing recruits for the "dramatically'' profitable convict-leasing system (98). 

§§§ 

Manning's work resonated with those he wrote about in How Capitalism Underdeveloped 
Black America. As he observed in the 2000 preface, the book was very popular with 

prisoners. He often received several letters a month from prisoners-every one of which he 
answered, often at length. After learning of his death, a number of prisoners wrote to me and 
others close to Manning. As one wrote to me on July 26, 2013, "Dear Professor Mullings, Your 

husband/his writings inspired, educated and motivated me greatly. I'm just an evil convict now 
but I've been labeled a "socio-politico activist" for 40+ of my 65 years .... I hope you are 

prevailing after losing such an amazing, life enriching human force such as Manning Marable." 
A letter to Russell Rickford, one of Manning's former students, written on September 16, 2014, 
reads: "Since my incarceration, I have read many of Professor Manning Marable's books. 

"- L .. Jne of them I've read twice ... many of Professor Marable's books captivated me. I am 
reading things I was totally unaware of I was unaware of his passing and was profoundly 
affected .... My intention is to create a Men's Study Group to discuss various topics in regards 
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) our situation." And in a letter to me on April 25, 2015, another prisoner wrote: "Prof. 
Marable has been a teacher for me, of sorts, from the grave. His work [has] truly been a 
blessing and purpose to improve myself as an African American male .... This is where the 
book How Capitalism came to mind. I had read the book 3 times and I still get choked up in the 
'Black Prisoner' chapter." 

Written in the aftermath of the Miami rebellion of 1980, following the acquittal of white 
police who employed deadly force to subdue and arrest a Black man, part III of How 
Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America is entitled "The Question of Genocide." After 

meticulously recounting known killings and acts of violence against Black people, Manning 
warned that "the existence of random violence against Blacks and civil terrorism is no 
accidental phenomenon. It is a necessary element in the establishment of any future \ .. :~~ 
authoritarian or rightwing government" (220). Referring to Reaganomics, he observed that "the 

wave of random racist violence and 'legal lynchings' can be placed in perspective only in the 
light of ... the socioeconomic instability within the white middle to upper classes" (248) and 
the "white working class anxiety which accompanies any basic restructuring of the economic 
__,)der" (251). 

Today, in the context of the growing insecurity of the "middle class," we confront a more 

public presence of a militant right wing in the form of the Tea Party and other such 
organizations, as well as a wave of racially motivated attacks and hate crimes. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center reports that after the election of Obama in 2008, the number of anti-Black 
hate crimes increased by 8 percent from 2,658 in 2007 to 2,876 in 2008. They caution that 
these numbers are underrepresented, as many of the incidents do not become part of the FBI 

database. 29 While we have no way of knowing the actual number of Black people murdered by 

the police, the existence of new levels of technology, particularly the mobile phone, have made 

a wave of high-profile police murders of unarmed Black people visible, culminating in 

massive protests and urban rebellions in several major cities. According to USA Today, based 
on voluntary local police reports of justifiable homicide to the FBI, there were on average 

ninety-six cases of a white police officer killing a Black person each year between 2006 and 
2012.30 An analysis by the Washington Post found that during the first five months of 2015, 

,.JS, police shot and killed 385 people, at a rate of two to three people per day. Half of the 
victims were white and half minority; two-thirds of the unarmed victims were Black or 
Latino.31 Historian Robin D. G. Kelley noted that in the seven months between August and 

November 2014, while we waited for the grand jury that would find no probable cause in the 
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,. ...... ~olice murder of an unarmed teenager, Michael Brown, at least seven unarmed African 
American men and women between the ages of twelve and thirty-seven were killed by police 
officers.32 This does not include killings by white vigilantes, such as George Zimmerman's 

murder of unarmed teenager Trayvon Martin, who was on his way home after buying candy and 
soda at a 7-Eleven. Zimmerman was found not guilty on all counts. Nor does it include the 
murder of seventeen-year-old Jordan Davis by forty-seven-year-old Michael Dunn, for playing 

loud music. Nor is gender a protection, as we know from the murder of twenty-two-year-old 
Rekia Boyd by police officers in Chicago, or the death of Tanisha Anderson after being 
slammed to the ground by a Cleveland police officer, or the murder of nineteen-year-old 

Renisha McBride, who was shot in the face by homeowner Theodore Wafer when she knocked 
on his door to ask for help after an accident. 33 

At the close of chapter 9, Manning reflects on the question of genocide. Interrogating the use 

of the term, he notes that "genocide is usually defined as the systematic and deliberate 
~~::::z..s: 

destruction of a racial, political or cultural group," and that to the extent that Blacks are needed 

l-=is a reserv~bor pool, they will be brutally treated but maintained "as a racially segregate~ 
~- ,.Jtity for tfie systematic exploitation of its labor power" (225). But most important for our 

un1terstanding of the current situation, he cautioned that in the effort to preserve capitalism at 

all costs, "The racist/capitalist state under Reagan has proceeded down a public policy road 
which could inevitably involve the complete obliteration of the entire Black reserve army of 
labor and sections of the Black working class" (225). In 1983, he ended the chapter on "Racist 

Violence in Late Capitalism" with the warning: "The genocidal logic of the situation could 
demand, in the not too distant future, the rejection of the ghetto's right to survival in the new 

capitalist order. Without gas chambers or pogroms, the dark ghetto's economic and social 
institutions might be destroyed, and many of its residents would simply cease to exist" (226). 

This analysis helps to explain the "1.5 Million Missing Black Men" (see above) who "have 

disappeared from daily life." In 1951, citing the many incidents of lynching, police brutality, 
and legal segregation, as well as systematic inequalities and discrimination, the singer Paul 

Robeson and activist William Patterson, supported by the Communist Party USA, presented a 

document to the United Nations, asserting that the United States was involved in genocide as 

.J Jed by the United Nations. 34 In May 2015, the United Nations Human Rights Council 

issued a scathing report condemning, among other things, the death penalty and racism, 
especially as they relate to police brutality and criminal justice in the United States.35 Perhaps 

it is time to revisit the issue of genocide. 
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