“allow this to constrain his teaching and writing (though he was forced to curtail his lecture
schedule). He carried his oxygen tank to classes and meetings with students. Even when
limited to his desk by the increasing need for oxygen, he maintained his eternal optimism and
continued his work. In July 2010, he underwent a double lung transplant. After his release from
the hospital in August, we hoped that he w\du_l\d live somewhere near three years (the average
life expectancy for a double lung-transplant p:;itigint at the hospital where he underwent the
procedure). He continued his research, writing, a?fdegiiﬁng, determined to finish the biography.
In March 2011, he contracted pneumonia as a result of a‘edication being withdrawn. As
always, he battled for his life with all his energy. As he emergéd from an induced coma, I
looked forward to seeing him and talking with him the next day. However, as a resident was
changing a tube, Manning went into cardiac arrest, from which he never recovered. His
untimely and unnecessary death occurred on April 1, 2011. The biography of Malcolm X was

officially published on April 4.

The Vision

ased on extensive research, How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America was incredibly
prescient about the status of Black people today and its historic causes. However, Manning
went beyond cataloguing the ills of capitalism to elaborate what could and should be done. He
engaged not only in political critique but in thinking about a way forward.2* As he put it, “The
road to Black liberation must also be a road to socialist revolution” (228). In 2002, he noted
that, in view of world events and capitalism’s ability to mutate, “socialism might seem to have
reached a dead end as a viable concept” (xlv). But, he added, “History is always filled with
unanticipated twists and detours” (x1v).

Indeed, inequality both in the United States and throughout the world is greater than it has
ever been, with a massive transfer of wealth to the 0.01 percent.22 As the consequences of
neoliberalism—market fundamentalism, structural adjustment, and the decline of the welfare
state—become widespread, the influence of U.S. capitalism has been in decline. Popular
protest in some Latin American and European countries have resulted in the election of left
governments that have challenged the current world order. A recent New York Times/CBS poll
*~nd that 60 percent of Americans think that the government should do something to reduce
inequality.2® Reflecting on the recent recession of 2008 to 2009, some scholars have suggested
that “globalized capitalism has so socialized the forces of production and the financial system
(and on such a vast scale) that even the enormous resources of the largest capitalist economy in
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