
~llow this to constrain his teaching and writing (though he was forced to curtail his lecture 
schedule). He carried his oxygen tank to classes and meetings with students. Even when 
limited to his desk by the increasing need for oxygen, he maintained his eternal optimism and 
continued his work In July 2010, he underwent a double lung transpla~.t. After his release from 

the hospital in August, we hoped that hew~ live some~h~re,n~a(three years (the average 
life expectancy for a double lung-transplant pati~ at the hospital where he underwent the 
procedure). He continued his research, writing, .arid editing, determined to finish the biography. 
In March 2011, he contracted pneumonia' as''~ result ~edication being withdrawn. As 

I ,r ....... 

always, he battled for his life~ all his energy. As he emerged'from an induced coma, I 
looked forward to seeing him and talking with him the next day. However, as a resident was 
changing a tube, Manning went into cardiac arrest, from which he never recovered. His 

untimely and unnecessary death occurred on April 1, 2011. The biography of Malcolm X was 
officially published on April 4. 

(,The Vision 
"a.sed on extensive research, How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America was incredibly 

prescient about the status of Black people today and its historic causes. However, Manning 
went beyond cataloguing the ills of capitalism to elaborate what could and should be done. He 
engaged not only in political critique but in thinking about a way forward. 54 As he put it, "The 

road to Black liberation must also be a road to socialist revolution" (228). In 2002, he noted 
that, in view of world events and capitalism's ability to mutate, "socialism might seem to have 
reached a dead end as a viable concept" (xlv). But, he added, "History is always filled with 
unanticipated twists and detours" (xlv). 

Indeed, inequality both in the United States and throughout the world is greater than it has 
ever been, with a massive transfer of wealth to the 0.01 percent. 55 As the consequences of 

neoliberalism--market fundamentalism, structural adjustment, and the decline of the welfare 
state-become widespread, the influence of U.S. capitalism has been in decline. Popular 
protest in some Latin American and European countries have resulted in the election of left 

governments that have challenged the current world order. A recent New York Times/CBS poll 
J-- =nd that 60 percent of Americans think that the government should do something to reduce 
~quality. 56 Reflecting on the recent recession of 2008 to 2009, some scholars have suggested 

that "globalized capitalism has so socialized the forces of production and the financial system 
( and on such a vast scale) that even the enormous resources of the largest capitalist economy in 
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'1 world are insufficient to rescue it."57 

But as Manning notes, "Wherever there is repression, there will be resistance, and from the 
lessons of struggle will flower the hopes for a better life" (xlvi). Today we see that though 
capitalism and racism have persisted and, in some ways, become stronger and more repressive 
as the crisis of capitalism has deepened, so have protests against it. Despite the rise of the right 
wing and increasing state violence, as predicted in How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black 
America, the Occupy movement, for example, has helped to bring the unprecedented inequality 
to public view. Young African American women have organized mass mobilizations and major 
demonstrations, often dominated by young people of various races and ethnicities, to confront 

and protest state violence and mass incarceration. These recent actions, as well as long-term 
organizing, are forcing some transformations in policing and incarceration. New York State's 
Rockefeller drug laws, with their extremely discriminatory application and mandatory harsh 
prison sentences, have been weakened. In New York City, a U.S. district court judge ruled that 
"stop-and-frisk," long a staple of the New York City Police Department's discriminatory 
nolicing, is unconstitutional. A small number of police officers have been charged (though not 

L~nvicted) for the death of a Black man while under arrest in Baltimore, Maryland, and the 
Justice Department has initiated at least twenty investigations of the conduct of police 
departments and officers. 58 

In How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America, Manning advocates "socialism from 
below"-a democratic and popular multicultural society. For Manning, revolution had a moral 

component. However, he was not naive about the obstacles in the way of a just society. He 
advanced a program about how this might be accomplished, observing that "history is an 
organic process" and that "the transition to socialism will not be fixed or predetermined," but 

will require a coalition of progressive forces and transitional reformist demands that are 
antiracist, antisexist, and anticapitalist, which would then be the foundation for an alternative 

social system (232-33). In 2000, he concluded, "I remain convinced that Black people as a 

group will never achieve the historical objectives of their long struggle within the political 
economy of capitalism .... The oppressed have in their hands the capacity to make new history 

and, ultimately, a new society. This is the political perspective taken by How Capitalism 
~nderdeveloped Black America, and it is the position in which I still passionately believe \ 
today'' (xlvi). 

New York City 
~arable, Manning. How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America: Problems in Race, Political Economy, and Society, Haymarket Books, 2015. ProQuest Ebook Central, 


