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SPORTS REPORTING 
 

 
 
A fellow sports reporter, journalism instructor and friend of mine named Justice Hill 
introduced one of his sports reporting courses with the following words:  
 
 

https://twitter.com/jbernardh
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“‘The nation is made up of fans, many of them experts on the games they follow,’ 
journalism professor Melvin Mencher once said. 
 
Those fans expect a lot. Yet, too often, these men and women who fill the arenas and 
stadiums, and who help TV ratings soar are disappointed in what the media provide. 
With increasing pressures on newsroom budgets and the rapid development of sports 
on the internet, readers are seeing too much sports journalism that is sloppy, cliché-
ridden, incomplete and downright boring.  How can that be?”  
 
I think I can answer that: Because each of us in this room commits so much time 
watching and studying our favorite sports, we assume we are experts. And, as experts, 
we assume we can talk and write about these sports and the personalities within 
proficiently and in an entertaining manner.  
 
However, it isn’t that easy.  
 
Knowing a sport, its rules, its participants 
and its schemes may make you a sports bar 
superhero, but it doesn’t make you a 
journalist. Knowing a player’s statistics, 
tendencies and his or her backstory doesn’t 
make you a journalist, either.  
 

 
If you don’t have that, it doesn't matter how much insider color and how many 
fascinating stats you have.  
 
This course is designed to help you be able to do all of the above.  
 
This professional-style course is designed to teach sportswriting as, as Hill says, a high 
art form.  

 
OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this course, the assigned readings, class discussions and completed 
assignments should have helped you to: 

• Develop and improve basic sports writing and reporting skills 

• Identify story ideas and bring those ideas to the point of publication on different 
platforms 

Sports journalism requires all of this knowledge, plus all of the basic journalism tenets. 
Namely, you better have a fundamentally good story to tell in which there is great 
research, interviewing, context and facts.  

Sports journalism requires all 
of this knowledge, plus all of 
the basic journalism tenets. 
Namely, you better have a 
fundamentally good story to 
tell, where there's great 
research, interviewing, context 
and facts. 
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• Understand some of the basic issues involved in sports reporting, like beat 
writing, social media, cultural responsibilities, ethics, dealing with athletes, 
confidential sources and demand.  

 

EXPECTATIONS 
In this course, I expect students to know, understand and use AP style. I also expect you 
to think critically, attend class, ask questions, engage and complete assignments on 
time. I also expect you to be honest, accurate, respectful and on time.  
 
You can expect me to be available to help you succeed in this class – and beyond – in 
every reasonable way. You can expect me to listen to your concerns and to be fair in 
assessing and/or acting upon them. You can expect me to act like an editor and try to 
help you improve.  
 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 
TEXTBOOK 

• “Field Guide to Covering Sports” SECOND EDITION by Joe Gisondi 
OTHER 

• Current Associated Press stylebook that includes “Sports Guidelines and 
Style,” which is typically found at the back of the book 

• A digital audio recorder (You can use a smartphone, or 
laptop) 

• Readings will be posted to my website, mollyyanity.com 

 
COURSE POLICIES 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Familiarize yourself with Quinnipiac 
University's policy on Academic Integrity. (Available in full here.) Additionally, please 
note, made-up sources and made-up quotations will result in zero points for a writing 
assignment and fall under “Plagiarism.”  
 
ATTENDANCE: Attendance is a priority. As noted previously, this is a professional style 
course. Thus, it is your job to show up. More than two absences will negatively impact 
your grade, as will chronic tardiness. 
 
CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY & RESPECT: When you are in class, phones, tablets and 
laptops must be stowed, unless otherwise instructed. Seriously, don’t be rude to your 
professor and fellow classmates.  
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Field-Guide-Covering-Sports-Second/dp/1506315682/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
http://www.mollyyanity.com/
https://www.quinnipiac.edu/about/university-policies/academic-integrity/
https://www.amazon.com/Field-Guide-Covering-Sports-Second/dp/1506315682/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
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ASSIGNMENTS 
DEADLINES: Out-of-class assignments will have different deadlines depending on when 
students choose to cover an event, or when profile subjects can be interviewed. Still, 
each story will have an arranged, final due date. Game stories are due the night the 
game is played. So if the game is on Friday afternoon, the story is due by midnight that 
evening. Late assignments are not accepted. There is a reason “DEAD” makes up half 
the word “deadline.” Once again, late assignments will not be accepted.  
 
READING: All readings are to be read 
before class on the day they are listed on 
the syllabus. READ. READ. READ. Have I 
made this clear enough?  
  
SELF-EDITING: In the real world, editors 
aren’t fans of reporters that file sloppy copy and it kills your credibility with readers. So, 
learn now to check spelling, AP style, punctuation and flow. Double-check names and 
titles.  
 
 

GRADES 
The following will comprise your final grade: 
AP Sports Stylebook quizzes   10 percent 
Homework assignments   20 percent 
Game Story No. 1    15 percent 
Game Story No. 2    15 percent 
Game Story No. 3    15 percent 

* See Game Story requirements here 
Personality Feature    15 percent 
Attendance/Engagement   10 percent    
 
 
GRADING RUBRIC:  
Criteria for grading includes the following (all on a 7-point scale): 
Accuracy  Significance of information 
Completeness  Reader interest/Compelling story (readability) 
Newsworthiness  Fairness 
Organization  Clarity 
Conciseness  Precision of language (active voice) 
Grammar  Punctuation 
Spelling   Proper use of AP style 

How do you learn to write? You 
read great writing and you 

practice. There are  
no shortcuts. 

http://www.mollyyanity.com/jrn361-covering-games/game-story-guidelines
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THE FOLLOWING WILL RESULT IN A ZERO ON A 
WRITING ASSIGNMENT:  

• LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

• MADE-UP SOURCES AND/OR 
QUOTATIONS 

• MISSPELLED NAMES 
 
 
 
 
 
GRADING SCALE 
Grade % Grade 
 
> 93  A 
 
90-92  A- 
 
87-89   B+ 
 
83-86  B 
 
80-82  B- 
 
77-79  C+ 
 
73-76  C   
 
70-72   C-   
 
67-69  D+  
  
63-66  D 
 
60-62  D- 
 
<59                    F 
 
 
 

“If you’re going in looking for the 

conclusion, then you’ve just short-

circuited the whole journey. (You 

have to) trust what you find and 

trust the process to bring you 

somewhere, but not want to wrap it 

up prematurely at all. … Welcome 

ambiguity and the complexity 

because it’s a lot closer to the truth. 

… There’s a gold mine there if you 

don’t try to skirt it.”  

– Gary Smith 
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ASSISTANCE 
Quinnipiac University is committed to creating a learning environment that meets the 
needs of its diverse student body. If you anticipate or experience any barriers to 
learning in this course, please feel welcome to discuss your concerns with me. 
  
If you have a disability, or think you may have a disability, you may also want to meet 
with the Office of Student Accessibility, to begin this conversation or to request 
reasonable accommodations. Quinnipiac University complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  
  
Please contact the Office of Student Accessibility by emailing access@qu.edu, or by 
calling (203) 582-7600.  If you have already been approved for accommodations through 
the Office of Student Accessibility, please meet with me so we can develop an 
implementation plan together. 
 

mailto:access@qu.edu

